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Text 8:18-9:7: “A Great Light in the Darkness” 
 

Historic Setting:  Isaiah warning young King Ahaz who fears a pending attack.
  

Key question for us today: “Should not the people inquire of their God?”         8:19 

 

Reflection: ‘What does the World tell us to listen to?’           

 

 
How do we inquire of our God? 

 Ask (pray & listen) 

 

Consult God’s instruction and the testimony of warning.       8:20  
 

 

Who is the Light of the World?             9:2-7 

 

2 The people walking in darkness have seen a great light; on those living in the land of deep darkness a 

light has dawned. 3 You have enlarged the nation and increased their joy; they rejoice before you as 

people rejoice at the harvest, as warriors rejoice when dividing the plunder. 

 
4 For as in the day of Midian’s defeat, you have shattered the yoke that burdens them, the bar across 

their shoulders, the rod of their oppressor. 5 Every warrior’s boot used in battle and every garment rolled 

in blood will be destined for burning, will be fuel for the fire. 

 
6 For to us a child is born, to us a son is given, and the government will be on his shoulders. 

And he will be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 
7 Of the greatness of his government and peace there will be no end. He will reign on David’s throne and 

over his kingdom, establishing and upholding it with justice and righteousness from that time on and 

forever. The zeal of the LORD Almighty will accomplish this.   

Previously:   

Chapter 1 – “My children have rebelled against me, and I (LORD) will restore justice.”    

Chapter 6 – God calls Isaiah, atoning him to speak God’s message: “Don’t see & hear’. 

Chapter 7 & 8 – Isaiah warns Ahaz to remain calm and trust in the Lord. 
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Table 1. Selected verses of the development of the theme of light in NT 

 
 

Matthew 

 

4:16   “The people living in darkness have seen a great light; on those living in the 
land of the shadow of death a light has dawned.” (from Isaiah 9) 
5:14  “You are the light of the world.” 
5:16  “In the same way, let your light shine before others, that they may see your 
good deeds and glorify your Father in heaven.” 

 
Gospel of John 

1:4-5  Jesus is “light of all mankind, the darkness will not overcome it.” 
1:7-9  “John was the witness to the light, coming into the world.”  
3:19  This is the verdict: Light has come into the world, but people loved darkness 

instead of light because their deeds were evil. 

 
 
 

Letter of 1 John 
 

1: 5  This is the message we have heard from him and declare to you: God is light; 
in him there is no darkness at all. 
1:7  But if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship with one 

another, and the blood of Jesus, his Son, purifies us from all sin. 
2:8-10  Yet I am writing you a new command; its truth is seen in him and in you, 

because the darkness is passing and the true light is already shining. Anyone who 
claims to be in the light but hates a brother or sister is still in the darkness. 

Anyone who loves their brother and sister lives in the light, and there is nothing 

in them to make them stumble. 
 

Table 2. The questions of Early Isaiah 

Who 

asked 

To Whom? Questions (read them as a devotional theme) Issue 

Isaiah Rebellious 

Nation 

1:5 Why should you be beaten anymore? Why do you persist in 

rebellion? 

Suffering 

Lord Religious 

People 

1:11 “The multitude of your sacrifices— what are they to me?” 

says the LORD. 1:12 When you come to appear before me, who 
has asked this of you, this trampling of my courts? 

Meaningless 

of religion but 
no justice. 

Isaiah Comforters on 

the Day of Lord 

2:22 Stop trusting in mere humans, who have but a breath in 

their nostrils. Why hold them in esteem? 

Trust 

Lord The guilty 3:15 What do you mean by crushing my people and grinding the 

faces of the poor? declares the Lord, the LORD Almighty. 

Justice 

 
Lord 

 
Lord 

5:4 What more could have been done for my vineyard than I 
have done for it? When I looked for good grapes, why did it 

yield only bad? 

Disobedience, 
unfaithfulness 

 
Lord 

 
Heaven (Isaiah) 

6:8 Then I heard the Lord saying, “Whom shall I send? And who 
will go for us?”  And I said, “Here am I. Send me!” 

Calling of the 
prophet 

Isaiah Lord 6:11 Then I said, “For how long, Lord?” Amount of 

warning 

 
Isaiah 

 
King Ahaz 

7:13 Then Isaiah said, “Hear now, you house of David! Is it not 
enough to try the patience of humans?  Will you try the 
patience of my God also? 

 
Ask for a sign 

from God. 

 

Isaiah 

 

King Ahaz 

8:19 When someone tells you to consult mediums & spiritists,  

who whisper and mutter, should not a people inquire of their 
God?  Why consult the dead on behalf of the living?  

Seek God’s 

counsel! 

 


