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Text: Chapters 36—37: “Seeking God in the Most Difficult Situations.” 
 

The story of Hezekiah, one of Judah’s greatest rulers is also recorded in 2 Kings 18—20 & 2 Chronicles 29—32 
 

[Isaiah Chapter 36]   

Historic Setting:  Assyria’s King Challenges Judah, 701 B.C. (36:1-3) 

 

Sennacherib mocks Judah’s strength & confidence. 

a. Arrogant challenge to the Leaders (36:4-10) 

b. Directly address the people of Judah (36:11-20) 

c. Response of those challenged (36:21-22) 
 

[Chapter 37] Hezekiah’s response… 

a. Acknowledge the pain, mourn & turn to the Lord. (37:1-4) 
 

When King Hezekiah heard this, he tore his clothes and put on sackcloth and went into the temple of 

the LORD.     2 He sent Eliakim the palace administrator, Shebna the secretary, and the leading priests, all 

wearing sackcloth, to the prophet Isaiah son of Amoz. 3 They told him, “This is what Hezekiah says: This 

day is a day of distress and rebuke and disgrace, as when children come to the moment of birth and 

there is no strength to deliver them. 4 It may be that the LORD your God will hear the words of the field 

commander, whom his master, the king of Assyria, has sent to ridicule the living God, and that he will 

rebuke him for the words the LORD your God has heard. Therefore, pray for the remnant that still 

survives.” 
 

b. His heartfelt prayer to the LORD. (37:14-20) 
 

14 Hezekiah received the letter from the messengers and read it. Then he went up to the temple of 

the LORD and spread it out before the LORD.15 And Hezekiah prayed to the LORD: 16 “LORD Almighty, the God 

of Israel, enthroned between the cherubim, you alone are God over all the kingdoms of the earth. You 

have made heaven and earth. 17 Give ear, LORD, and hear; open your eyes, LORD, and see; listen to all the 

words Sennacherib has sent to ridicule the living God. 

18 “It is true, LORD, that the Assyrian kings have laid waste all these peoples and their lands. 19 They have 

thrown their gods into the fire and destroyed them, for they were not gods but only wood and stone, 

fashioned by human hands. 20 Now, LORD our God, deliver us from his hand, so that all the kingdoms of 

the earth may know that you, LORD, are the only God. 

 

… and the LORD’s response! (37:21-38) 

a. Hearing from the LORD.  

b. The demise of Sennacherib.  
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MESSAGES FROM THE FIRST HALF OF ISAIAH, chapters 1–37  

 

Chapter 1: “God’s Denunciation, Appeal & Promise” 

My children have rebelled against me. I will restore justice.     1:24-26 
 

Chapter 6: “Isaiah’s Call & God’s Message” 

“Whom shall I send?” Isaiah responds, “Here I am, send me.”              6:8 

God’s message: “(let them) Hear and not understand, see and not perceive.”           6:9-13 

 

Chapter 7: “Trust in the Lord – The Sign of a Son”  

Will the King trust the Lord?  

Lord’s Advice to Ahaz: ‘Keep calm & ask for a sign.’               7:3-12 

God’s sign: ‘A son will be born, a land laid waste.’              7:13-25 

 

Chapters 8 & 9: “A great light in the Darkness” 

Key question: “Should not the people inquire of their God?”            8:19 

9:2 The people walking in darkness have seen a great light; on those living in the land of deep 

darkness a light has dawned…6 For to us a child is born, to us a son is given, and the government will 

be on his shoulders. And he will be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father,  

Prince of Peace. 7 Of the greatness of his government and peace there will be no end. He will reign on 

David’s throne and over his kingdom, establishing and upholding it with justice and 

righteousness from that time on and forever. The zeal of the LORD Almighty will accomplish this. 

 

Chapters 10-12: “In that Day, a song of response.” 

Chapters 13-23: “Lord of All Nations” 

Chapters 24-27: “A Feast for All People” 

25:8 He will swallow up death forever. The Sovereign LORD will wipe away the tears from all faces, he 

will remove his people’s disgrace from all the earth. 
 

Chapters 36 & 37: “Seeking God in the Most Difficult Situations” 


