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November 2017 

Dear Friends, 

As I reflect on the amazing work God is doing throughout the Midwest Conference, I am deeply grateful 

for your commitment to living out our shared mission to transform lives and communities. I am truly 

blessed to partner with you in ministry!  

This has been an especially exciting year as we have embraced a God-sized, 10-year vision to reach 

8000 more disciples, through 140 churches, with 25% of those churches being ethnic or multi-ethnic, 

with increased gender diversity (30% of credentialed ministers and at least 15% of lead or co-lead 

pastors being female). As we shared this vision with pastors this past spring and gained feedback from 

delegates to the Annual Ministry Celebration, it became clear that MWC staff needed to reflect what we 

are trying to accomplish through this vision. As a result, we recently welcomed to the team David 

Williams, Director of Connection and Development; Patty Thompson, Director of Prayer and Leadership 

Mobilization; and Fil Nesta, Director of Hispanic Ministries. I have been greatly encouraged by the 

enthusiastic welcome of new staff by pastors and church leadership as we have traveled the conference 

this fall.  

Your encouragement, perseverance in prayer, and generous partnership are essential to realizing this 

shared vision. I invite you to join us at the Annual Ministry Celebration to be held at Grace Place in 

Berthoud, Colorado, on April 20-21, 2018, where we will celebrate the steps churches have taken to 

accomplish the good work God has called us to.  

As your congregation gathers for its own Annual Meeting, I pray that it, too, will be a celebration of all 

that God is doing within your local context. I encourage you to prayerfully consider how God is calling 

you to engage in this shared vision. What steps can you take over the next year to join other churches in 

reaching the tremendous goals God has set before us? 

Thank you for the privilege of serving alongside you in ministry. We pray for you and give thanks to 

God for the difference you are making throughout the Midwest.   

 

To God be the glory! 

 

 

 

Tammy Swanson-Draheim 

Superintendent 
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Leadership 
Senior Pastor – Roger Gilbert 

I am thankful for the faith, commitment and the caring spirit that is continually 

demonstrated within our congregation.  While we fulfilled most our tasks last year 

regarding ministries, it was God who give us exciting new opportunities.  These 

unscripted items included a strategy to focus on children in our planning & worship, 

welcoming Young Life and LSN students into our building, impromptu concerts and 

providing clean water with Team World Vision.  We make plans, but God brings the 

blessings.  My goal in 2018 is lead us in a process to evaluate how well we do things.  

How can be better connect, lead people to Jesus, grow and more effectively serve?  For 

Deerbrook to improve on every process or system we have, we will need your help. 
      

STAFF & ELECTED LEADERSHIP   There is a tremendous commitment of many servants 

within our congregation, for which we are all grateful.  
 

• Ruth Noland served her first year as church chair and did a fine job leading our 

Deacons with their responsibility of building, finances, business issues and staffing.   

She also continued with her weekly publication of the church newsletter.  

• Mark Wissel diligently served another year guiding the Elders, who address the 

spiritual life of our congregation.  I appreciate Mark’s wisdom, gentle spirit and 

faithful leadership.  Oh, he’s good at science too. 

• Joyce Norman continues to do a wonderful job leading the Children’s ministry. This 

year’s highlights included a Covenant pilot project leadership meetings, Kids 

Adventure!, expanded VBS and leadership development to help us serve our 

families.  

• Preston LaFollette connects our amazing 7th – 12th grade students to Jesus and 

one another.  The youth group experienced a tremendous spiritual renewal at Camp 

Table Rock again.  We had two beloved youth interns in the summer and a solid 

team of adult volunteers.  Preston also added Young Life on Tuesday nights to his 

ministry work load. 

• Clif Thurmond offers our congregation his leadership skills with weekly worship.  

His talented team of musicians and singers are a treasure and a blessing.  Several 

improvements included a new screen and projector. 

• Emily Aadland has helped organize the church office and use of the building.  

Emily created two blood drive events and was a key leader with our successful 

Wednesday Evening dinners. We thank her for her years of service to Deerbrook.
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EVENTS We are proud of many events. Here is a list of some of our activities: 

• IF Gathering simulcast Women’s Conference, Feb. 3-4th 

• Feb. 5th, 3rd annual Chili-Souper Bowl cook-off  

• Feb. 5th, Congregational Meeting, introduces constitutional change  

• Feb. 12th, Feb. bake sale, raises funds for the backyard projects. Thanks! 

• Mar. 1st, Ash Wednesday Service  

• Mar. 1st, Wednesday Suppers start with more than 60 in attendance. Wow! 

• Church system software migration from CCB (ick) to Breeze Software 

• Adult discipleship begins RightNow Media subscription for a year 

• 110 signed Behavior Covenants are collected on March 5, Communion Sunday 

• Mar. 10 & 11th, Midwest Conference Executive Board Meeting hosted here. 

• Apr. 2nd, Stark’s Supporters Appreciation Event  

• Apr. 6th, Christian recording artists Carrollton Concert 

• Extensive 1st floor wall repair/painting work, Mon. Apr 10 - Fri. Apr. 14 

• Apr. 14th, Good Friday Service   

• Easter Sunday Apr. 16th, plus Breakfast! 

• RPAC performs Pinocchio, Pirates, Madagascar Jr., Beauty & the Beast 

• May 6th, Harmons Jamaica Garage Sale 

• Summer monthly IF: Table luncheons start Sun. May 7th 

• May 15th hosted 90 MLE 3rd graders here for Garden tour/education & lunch. 

• May 18th, Thursday night 6th grader Milestones event. 

• May 27th, KC Urban outreach with Team Extreme 

• June 1-3, Youth group hosts The Mole!  

• June 12th-15th “Be a Game Changer” Sports Camp is held! 

• June 13th, first of two Women’s Book club discusses Seeking Refuge 

• June 25-July 1st, Family Camp, at Estes Park Colorado!  Oh, my goodness! 

• Sat. July 8th Youth Car Wash Fundraiser for camp 

• Tue. July 11th debut concert, The Local 

• Mon. July 17th, Landscaping work evening 7pm, significant progress. Thanks! 

• July 23-25th, evening Camp Out Vacation Bible School  

• July 31 – August 4th, Youth group at Camp Table Rock, the Spirit moves. 

• Community Blood Drive are held on July 31st and Nov 17th 

• Aug. 7 & 8th Children’s Ministry ‘Legacy/Milestones’ pilot project meetings 

• Fri. Aug 18 – Sun Aug 20th, Staff retreat near Clinton, Missouri 

• August Young Life begins using our facility on Tuesday nights. 

• Gaga Pit installation begins…and is still in progress…☹ 

• Sept. 7th, Turney’s Team World Vision Wings Event & The Local concert. 

• Sept. 10-16th, Wages lead over 30 on a missions trip to Harmons, Jamaica 
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EVENTS (continued) 

• Fall, Sunday prayer room ministry (Cathy Haggard has 22 people sign up!) 

• Sun. Sept. 10th burgers pot-luck  

• Women’s Luncheon’s held Sept 17th. 

• Sept. 17th, Emotionally Healthy Spirituality our churchwide fall study begins. 

• Sun. Oct 5th, Nilma Shaffer’s Brazilian Luncheon for Team World Vision 

• LS North HS, morning gathering and evening worship service for suicide victim. 

• Disaster Benefit Concert raises $1900 for Houston, Florida and Montana. 

• Sat. Oct. 21st, Team World Vision, KC Marathon more than $13,000 raised for clean water. 

• On Sunday Nov 5th,12 children, youth and adults are baptized! 

• Nov 12th, packing party held for Operation Christmas Child 

• Night of Nations, Starks & Team Xtreme Supper Event, Nov. 18th 

• Mon. Nov. 20th Congregational discussion held regarding our ministries. 

• Dec 16th, Langsford Home Christmas dinner held for ten families. 

• Dec. 17th, Congregational meeting, election, budget, constitution changes. 

• Dec. 17th, Staff dinner held at the Janssen’s home.  Super thanks! 

• Dec. 24th, Christmas Eve services are held at 10 am & 4pm.  White Christmas! 

• New Years’ Eve Dec 31st, dance party for kids with DJ Matt Ketteman. 

 

2017 BAPTISMS:  Evan & Kara Andersen, Davin Bachtel, Zoe Bass, Scott Cooper, Rachel Harris, Jazzy 

& Amanda Reid, Devin & Matthew Shaffer, Kate Wissel, Micah Wright. 

                              

PERSONAL:  I was able to attend Covenant Mid-Winter Conference with Joyce & Preston in Louisville, 

KY and a pastor’s retreat in Colorado.  Our church family camp in Colorado was a big highlight, as well 

as, the fellowship at the Wed. Suppers!  I enjoyed working as a soccer referee and continued my 

volunteer work with the Lee’s Summit Police Department. I did some tutoring with 6th grade math at 

Meadow Lane Elementary and helped increase the quality of RPAC productions (slides) and that was 

fulfilling.  

My wife and I are still involved with a Thursday small group and we were powerfully affected by the 

Emotional Healthy Spirituality study. I am working on my courage and leadership skills.   

I spent many summer evenings with church friends at various Royals games and saw two U2 concerts!  

Several of us men had a fantastic Arkansas adventure hiking trip.  On another adventure after our 

daughter’s wedding, I hiked up Ouzel Falls at Rocky National Park but limped down, changing my 

hopes for an active fall.  My best personal advice I heeded was to stop watching the news.  

God is good.   

Respectfully yours, Roger Gilbert 
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2017 Church Leadership Team 

 

MISSION STATEMENT (why are we here)  

Deerbrook is a Bible-based loving community that brings people to Jesus, equips people 

for spiritual growth and sends people to serve in Jesus’ name. 

   Staff 

• Roger Gilbert, Senior Pastor 

• Joyce Norman, Children’s Pastor 

• Preston LaFollette, Youth Director 

• Clif Thurmond, Worship Director 

• Emily Aadland, Office Manager 

Summer Youth Interns 

• Matt Herrick 

• Jacque Lazarz 

 

   Elder Board 

• Sharon Baldwin 

• Roger Gilbert 

• Randy Horn 

• Joyce Norman 

• Mark Ryan 

• Robert Steele 

• Mark Wissel, Leader  

Deacon Council (* finished in 2017) 

• David Anderson, Financial Sec. 

• Brian Burger* 

• Robert Cooper  

• Roger Gilbert 

• Mark Lazarz 

• Ruth Noland, Chairperson 

• Jeff Pollard, Secretary* 

• Aimee Turney 

• Michael Williams, Treasurer* 

Joining the council in 2018 

• Kent Andersen 

• Derrick Bachtel 

• Rod Russell, New Treasurer  

 

 

VISION STATEMENT (what we want to become)  

A People of Passion, Love & Impact 

      (NOW) FOUR THREE QUESTIONS FOR ONE ANOTHER:  

  “What is your passion?” 

“How is your love for God & others?”  

“Where is your impact? 

“How do our decisions impact the children?” 
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Deacon Council, Church Chair – Ruth Noland 

In 2017, the Deerbrook family church building was a place where many of the most 

important things in life happened: dedications, baptisms, confessions of faith, 

funerals/celebrations of life, worship, teaching, preaching, discipleship, study, fellowship, 

feeding the body in addition to feeding the soul. The building was used on a regular 

basis by many groups including the children, youth group, Young Life, small groups, 

worship team, Deacons, Elders and the Reed Performing Arts group.  

BUILDING   During the 

year, the building saw 

improvements in the 

sanctuary including barn 

wood and colored lights 

on stage, new paint on the walls and a new huge screen. The Welcome Center was 

upgraded with a new table top and front, paint in the foyer (finished with pizza prints), 

new tables and seating in the Deerbrook Café, the addition of a TV and updated 

decorations on the wall and a facelift to the kitchen cabinets. The youth group did some 

fun redecorating in the Shield youth area. In addition, our children (with some great 

leadership) revamped and repainted the hallway where they hang out.  

GROUNDS   Outside, the deacons had a working meeting in which they and another 20 

people pulled weeds and spread mulch in the front gardens. A generous, designated gift 

has been given for work to be done in 2018 to further beautify the front yard. We began 

work on the creation of a gaga pit in the back yard, scheduled to be finished in 2018. 

Faithful, fruitful work continued in the Garden of Eatin’ providing hundreds of pounds of 

fruit and vegetables to be harvested and shared.  

FINANCES   We don’t own the church building; it belongs to God…although the bank 

might argue that it’s theirs. In addition to keeping up with building and other fixed 

expenses in 2017, we supported several missions and ministries. These included 

Covenant missions, missionaries (including our own Andersons and Ryans), and 

community ministries including, but not limited to Coldwater, Langsford House, Wheels 

to Freedom, ProDeo, Freedom Fire, Young Life and Meadow Lane teachers and students 

(our neighbors). In overall finances, we finished 2017 having spent less than we 

budgeted, but more than we received (see Michael’s financial report). The deacons are 

aware of a couple of situations that contributed to this bottom line (a cancelled Sunday 

service, a hiccup in e-giving) and will talk more in 2018 about God’s faithfulness to us as 

we are faithful to Him. We will make suggestions about ways to increase resource 

sharing and increase spread of ministry at the same time.  Looking forward to a year of 

ministry and family life with you in 2018.    Ruth Noland  
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Elder Board – Mark Wissel 

A look back. The Elder’s had a vision to drive forward through 

prayer and support the new milestones initiative. This initiative 

involves addressing the skills, experiences and knowledge a child 

from Kindergarden to age 18 in Deerbrook should have.  It was so 

encouraging to see a celebration of major milestones this year--like 

youth transitioning into the youth group from 6th grade!  Joyce 

made a wonderful addition to our elder board in her first full calendar year.  We asked at 

our meetings “How are decisions impacting / blessing / involving children?”  We are 

very happy in how well children have been supported and engaged in the church. 

 

The staff prayer support system the elders built for our cherished staff was in turn 

cherished by these recipients of care and prayer.  At the request of those involved, this 

will continue in 2018.    

 

A look ahead. A big focus will be the support of thinking a trimester ahead regarding 

the spiritual care of our congregation.  Mark Wissel 
 

 

 

STAFF KEY TASKS ACCOMPLISHED ✓ IN 2017 

Children’s Ministry 

• Milestones (in 

progress) 

✓ VBS 

✓ Wed Adventure 

✓ Sports Camp 

Youth Ministry 

• Milestones (Parent Mtgs.) 

✓ Camp Fundraisers 

✓ 2 Youth Interns  

 

Adult Ministry 

✓ IF Gatherings 

✓ BLESS implementation – 

website, inserts, videos 

✓ Small Group Ministry 

✓ Behavior Covenant  

o Adult Ed.;  Discover Class 

Outreach 

✓ Sharing the Garden 

✓ Harmons, Sept! 

o Promote & 

organize the 7 big 

ministries 

Building Repairs 

✓ 24 of 66 first floor items 

addressed 

✓ Youth room remodel 

✓ Church work days 

Technology 

✓ Breeze Mgt. Software 

✓ Youth, new computer 

✓ Update Website 

 

================ 

✓ Wed. Eve Suppers 

✓ Carrollton Apr 6th 

   =======   Fun   ======= 

✓ Staff Retreat 

✓ June Family Camp 

• Gaga pit (in progress) 

  ================== 

✓ Fall Picnic 

• It’s a Wonderful Life (2018?) 
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Ministries 
Children’s Ministry – Pastor Joyce Norman   

 “May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace as you trust in 

him, so that you may overflow with hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.”  Romans 15:13 

God continues to bring this verse to mind over and over again. Knowing that as I trust 

God joy and peace will be present as well as an overflowing hope. There is much to be 

hopeful about as I reflect on 2017 and Children’s Ministry at Deerbrook. 

The 40+ volunteers which engage Deerbrook’s children with God’s Word on a regular 

basis are amazing.  Their faithfulness, creativity and love bring joy to each and every 

classroom, game and conversation. Children’s ministry is strong at Deerbrook because 

these volunteers sacrifice so much to pour into the lives of our children.  

In 2017, we began a Wednesday evening ADVENTURE for elementary 

students. During this hour each week, we reinforce the topics from 

Sunday morning as well as provide service opportunities and have a lot 

of fun together.  This past fall, we began pen pal relationships with 

missionary students in Cameroon. 

In August, Steve Burger, the Director of Children, Family and InterGenerational Ministries 

for the Covenant, came to Deerbrook to lead a two-session workshop to challenge us to 

grow in the areas of empowering our children and families. We discussed four different 

areas over the course of the two evenings: Empowering Children, Equipping and 

Empowering Families, Developing Disciples, and Outreach to our Community.  Several 

goals came from these workshops. We continue to grow in these areas. Amy Bachtel will 

be serving as a volunteer coordinator for Children’s Outreach! We’ll be planning 

quarterly events for children and families to participate in outreach to our community. 

This is an exciting goal of these August meetings!! 

Other events of 2017: 

• Easter Egg Hunt 

• Milestone Dinner/Blessing for 6th graders 

(outgoing) & parents—May 

• Sports Camp—mornings in June 

• VBS—held 3 evenings in July 

 

• Fun Night at the Burger’s in October 

• Deerbrook Kids Parent Potluck—Nov. 

• Volunteer Appreciation Night—Dec. 

• Advent Kickoff Family Event 

Thank you for your on-going support and care as we grow together and all seek to be 

life-long disciples.   Partnering with you, Joyce Norman 
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Annual Ministry Report 

Shield Student Ministries 
 

 

Greetings Deerbrook Family! It brings me much pleasure and pride to tell you about all 

the wonderful things God has done in the lives of our youth in 2017. I am taking a 

slightly different approach this year, however. In past years I have always systematically 

gone through the main happenings of the year, summarizing each one as I go. But I say 

enough from me!  This year I wanted to give our students a voice in telling you about the 

highlights of their year with Shield Student Ministries. I asked our group to respond to 

three main questions about the year. I have chosen a select few of those responses to 

share with you to give you a first-hand picture of our students’ experiences. 

 

Question #1: What was the most FUN thing we did this year in youth group? 

It seems like our summer trip to Camp Table Rock was the largest source of fun in 2017. 

Here is what a couple students had to say… 

“This summer was one of the best yet. Camp Table Rock was one of the most 

impactful experiences in my life. It was So insane and incredible to see so many 

people excited about Jesus. Camp has seriously been such a blessing to both me 

and my pals.” “The most fun thing we did this year was go to Camp Table Rock. It 

was an amazing spiritual experience and a super fun week! I remember so many 

fun times and awe-inspiring moments of worship and group discussion.” 

Camp really was an incredible time. This was our group’s second summer in a row going 

to Table Rock Lake. There are so many fun memories on the lake and playing games and 

laughing together. We experienced first-hand how God is in the serious moments as 

well as the fun and crazy moments. 
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Question #2: How did you experience God most this year? 

I received more of a variety of responses on this question, but one stuck out to me 

most. This quote is about this student’s experience with our study series on The Case for 

Faith this past fall, at the end of which we watched the feature film inspired by the 

journey to faith of the author of the study, Lee Strobel 

“I experienced God most when we watched the 

movie: A Case for Faith. We were in the youth 

room, and as we watched more and more of 

the movie, I began to understand and relate to 

the incidents that were happening on the 

screen. That night, after the movie, I began 

examining my faith and thinking about how I 

could grow in certain areas. Also, while watching the movie, I realized that some of the 

doubts they had were also the ones I had. I was changed by that experience because I 

dug deeper in my faith. I think through watching that movie, God was telling me to 

wake up, or get my act together. In other words. I felt like God was telling me to take 

another look at my faith and figure out how to grow.” 

This study series was very successful in challenging the students to critically think 

through WHY they believe in God. Facing hard questions & having their faith challenged 

in this way ultimately helped them to strengthen the foundation of their faith. 

Question #3: What makes you feel at HOME in this youth group? 

We tell the students all the time that our desire is that this youth group can be a home 

away from home for them. We want them to love & protect each other like a family. It is 

important that our students feel welcomed & at home here to be a part of that family.  

Here is what a few of them had to say…  

“Everyone in this youth group has changed my life dramatically in the best ways 

possible. So, I love them all like family.” 

“The group isn’t too big and the leaders are kind and inviting.” 

“Everyone is really friendly and don’t judge each other. They love and care about 

one another like a family.” 

Can’t say it any better than that. Obviously, based on the words of our students, this was 

a great year filled with joy, growth and memories. And that’s not even the whole year. 

What our students have shared with you here is just a fraction of all the happenings in 

Shield Student Ministries this year. We again had two amazing interns this summer 
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working with our students, Matt Herrick & Jacque Lazarz. They did an incredible job 

building meaningful relationships with students that are still continuing today. In 

addition to our Case for Faith Study, our group 

faced the daunting task of studying the book of 

Revelation for a few months. We also made many 

additions and upgrades to the youth room this 

year in an effort to give our students the best 

youth room in town. We are continuing that 

mission this year, as we currently have multiple 

new projects under way.  

Before I wrap up, I want to extend my sincerest 

thanks to my Leadership Team. I have been 

blessed with an amazing team of volunteer leaders 

who made everything that happened this year 

possible. They are just a handful of adults with big 

hearts who decided they wanted to spend some 

time getting to know Deerbrook’s teenagers and supporting and challenging those 

students in their faith. I couldn’t do my job without these incredible individuals. I tried to 

do everything on my own for years when I started here at Deerbrook, but eventually 

realized that this church is filled with amazing people that our students. We could really 

use another couple volunteers right now, especially female leaders. If you are someone 

who likes to have lots of fun, be loud and active, and simply have real conversations 

about life, this could be the place that God wants you serving in. The success of our 

youth ministry rests upon the strength 

of our leadership team. If this sounds 

like you at all, please reach out to me 

and we can have a conversation. 

Thank you all for your unending support 

and encouragement of our youth and 

the ministry our leaders are doing with 

them.     God bless,  Preston Lafollette 
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Worship Team – Clif Thurmond, Worship Director 

2017 updates: 

1. The team continued to grow spiritually together in hopes to better connect 

Deerbrook with God through worship each Sunday. 

2. All team members who attended Family Camp in June participated in leading 

worship on a nightly basis.  What a joy it was and honor to worship God in such a 

beautiful place.   

3. As the core of our youth continue to grow, 

we have added a worship night with them 

once per quarter that got started in the last 

quarter of 2017.  We look forward to that 

continuing and possibly growing into having 

some of their talents add to the Sunday 

worship experience. 

4. A larger screen was added in December just in time for our Christmas Eve service.  

Continued improvement in this area is also a process we are taking very seriously.   

We consider ourselves blessed to be a part of this ministry at Deerbrook and it is to 

God’s glory that we work to offer Him our best each and every Sunday.     Clif Thurmond 
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Family Camp –  Randy Horn 

In late June, Deerbrook held its second family camp in Colorado.  

We met again at the YMCA of the Rockies in Estes Park, Colorado.  

It was a wonderful time of relaxation, activities, worship, and 

fellowship.  Attendance grew from our 2015 camp to 154, with 47 

individuals/family groups taking part.  Hiking, crafts, mountain 

drives, horseback riding, swimming, morning prayer walks, resting, 

and napping were all enjoyed. 

In the evenings we gathered for worship and were blessed by 

wonderful, impactful teaching by our guest pastor, Pastor Melvin Cole.   

Thursday night we had our Talent Show, showcasing singers, musicians, 

dancers, storytellers, comedians, and a return engagement of the Great 

Hornac! 

Plan now to take part in our 2019 Camp, the week of June 23-29, 2019.  Registration will 

open this spring.  Randy Horn 
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Deerbrook Women Ministries – René Russell, Kit Schmidt, Tracey Wenson  

MISSION STATEMENT 

Deerbrook Women Ministries supports women’s discovery, pursuit, and enjoyment of a 

loving relationship with Jesus and with one another. 

The vision of Deerbrook Women Ministries is that all women consistently experience 

growth and joy in their relationship with Jesus in unity with other women.  

In February, Deerbrook served as host church for the two-day IF Conference, which was 

simulcast from Austin, TX. Following the conference, in the months of February, March, 

April, and May women and teens participated in a once-a-month luncheon after church. 

We fellowshipped and broke out into small groups to discuss insights gained from the 

book of Acts.  

Over the summer, women participated in Book Club: we read Seeking Refuge and The 

Hiding Place. In mid-September, ladies enjoyed a luncheon after church and shared their 

ideas to bring women and teens together for fellowship and spiritual growth. In 

December, women, teens, and pre-teen girls celebrated Christmas together with an 

after-church luncheon, devotional and party games. 

Thank you to all who participated! 
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   Angels of Mercy – Terrie Peterson 

Our Mission is to serve the congregation of Deerbrook Covenant Church, to assure 

our church family is encouraged and cared for in time of need.   “By this everyone 

will know that you are my disciples, if you love one another.”  John: 13:35 

We have 82 Angels are involved in the ministry! 

Terrie Peterson         Angel Coordinator 

Jane Stiglic         Cards/Letters 

Deanna Anderson     Meal Train Coordinator 

Charlotte Wellman   Phone Calls for prayers 

Sharon Baldwin    Threads of Love    

Terrie Peterson    BAGS   

 

Service provided in 2017 include 

• 35 Group Blessings in May for 

parents of Elementary children 

received 2 free movies /popcorn / 

candy 

• Angels assisted the Gilberts with 

the family living with them in 

transition with paper products, 

food and money donations. 

• 63 Cards/letters 

• 11 B.A.G.S. 

• 8 meal trains 

• 1 Housecleaning 

• 1 Congratulation “free of cancer” 

flower arrangement 

• 5 New baby blankets 

• 2 Errand jobs 

• 1 Car lending  

• 1 $50 50th Anniversary 

• 1 $50 condolences 

 

Bravehearts – Kathy Ryan 

Bravehearts is a prayer chain that connects our church when needs arise.  Needs are 

sent in via email and then forwarded to a list of people who pray. 

To any of you folks who would be interested in praying – we would love to have you on 

board!  All are welcome! 

Our contact information is: Braveheartprayerteam@gmail.com 

 

mailto:Braveheartprayerteam@gmail.com
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Small Groups Report – Roger Gilbert 

We are pleased to hear that small groups at 

Deerbrook have continued to meet. These 

groups serve as a point of fellowship, 

support and learning. Our challenge remains 

to develop more leaders and connect 

people who are looking for a group.  Small 

group ministry continues as a primary 

strategy of ours to connect people with one another, and to make sure they are cared 

for and noticed throughout the year. Our fall emphasis asked groups to read 

Emotionally Healthy Spirituality over a 16-week period.   

Perhaps one of our biggest shortfalls is developing leaders, inviting and connecting 

people to new or existing groups. We continue to allow groups to pick their own 

curriculum for 2/3 of the year (except for fall).  Obviously, administration of small groups 

is still an area of growth for our church.  

If you have the gift of organization, follow-up, and passion for small groups, we 

would love to have you help us with this ministry. 

 

Groups that we were aware that met in 2017 include: 

• Bachtels/Roberts 

• Cates (Wed. eve.) 

• Coons/Ryans (Bi-weekly) 

• Horn/Harsha (Wed. eve) 

• Kettemans (Sun. eve.) 

• Russell/Petersons (Sat. aft.) 

• Pollards/Coopers/Anderson 

(Sun. noon @ Deerbrook) 

• Schmidts/Duleys (Thurs. eve.) 

• Simon/Gilbert (Thurs. eve.) 

• Stiglic Women’s  

• Summit Ridge (Wed. eve.) 

• Turney’s Men (Fri. AM)  

• Turney/Thurmonds (Sun. eve.) 

• Wissels/Jones                          

(Sun. noon @ Deerbrook) 

…and we hope many of couples, 

friends and gatherings together 

throughout the year. 

 

In 2018, we hope to introduce Deerbrook neighborhoods as another opportunity to 

get to know your neighbors and find support and friendships.    Roger Gilbert 
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Outreach  
Coldwater Report – Kit Schmidt  

Coldwater is a faith-based nonprofit organization that seeks to provide for physical 

needs, offer friendship and foster hope in the lives of others in our community who find 

themselves in need. Deerbrook has been able to provide valuable support this past year 

as changes, challenges and opportunities have come.  Our church has again donated 

clothing throughout the year and members have volunteered on the 4th Saturday of 

every month at the Friends' Pantry Day.   

 

As a church we have been a part of helping with grocery and clothing needs and 

offering care for others. Typically, 70-100 families are served each month and more than 

150 families in December. During the 10-week summer break, Deerbrook families and 

the Youth Group helped in the No Hungry Kids summer lunch program. Volunteers 

prepared, served and spent time with children at two apartment complexes in Lee’s 

Summit.  A big thank you to all who have given time to offer a cup of cold water to our 

neighbors this past year!  Kit Schmidt  

 
 

 

 

 

 

The Garden of Eatin’ – Laura Horn 

This was a wonderfully productive year for the Garden of Eatin’.  We changed our 

approach this year, with various families and small groups each taking responsibility for 

one of the raised beds.  Thanks go out to Dave Haggard, Kirby & Emily Aadland, Sharon 

Baldwin, Jeff & Mary Winters, Steve & Laura Roberts, Mike & Kapina Williamsen, Mike & 

Kathy Knapp, the Coons family, Ron Garrette, and Margo Simon’s small group for 

partnering with us in this ministry.  

Each family or group planted whatever they wanted.  Tomatoes, carrots, cabbage, 

onions, basil, sweet potatoes, squash, rhubarb, blackberries, lettuce, strawberries, 

parsley, peppers and cucumbers proved popular.  Gardeners were encouraged to “tithe” 

on their produce, giving some away to food pantries or neighbors. Frequently, Sunday 

morning attendees enjoyed some of the produce through our “First Fruits” ministry, 

sharing the garden produce with our own members. 

We added two additional raised beds, grass walkways and a drainage system to the 

garden this year, purchased a mower and weed-eater, and reworked the drip irrigation 

system.  We also hosted an end-of-season potluck.   
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After four years, our Giving Grove celebrated its second harvest of apples and pears!  A 

big thanks to our Grove stewards:  Ron Garrette, Dave Haggard, Dan Jones and Randy 

Horn. 

The Giving Grove and Kansas City Community Gardens, with whom we partner, will be 

recipients of some of the money raised by this year’s Restaurant Week, January 12-21, 

2018.  A banner will be in the front of Deerbrook that week, inviting people to see our 

Giving Grove.  For more information on Restaurant Week go to: 

www.kcrestaurantweek.com.   

You are invited to come join our garden team!  Please contact me for more information.  

Laura Horn 

 

 

 

 

 Langsford House – Terri Wear 

Deerbrook has been involved with Langsford House for over 12 years. Langsford House 

is a state run facility for boys between the ages of 12 and 17 whose had minor trouble 

with the law.  Marilyn Combelick and I serve on the Liaison Council, The Council is a  

group of Lee’s Summit residents whose goal is to support the staff and boys. 

 

We had another very successful Christmas Party for the boys and their families in 

December. Once again, the congregation came together and donated gifts and food, 

allowing the boys to celebrate with their loved ones. 

 

In the Spring, the boys also helped in the garden pulling weeds and spreading hay. 

The boys and staff also spent a few days in our facility for classes and lunch during a 

remodeling project at the house.  

 

Now that Langsford House has a full staff, I'm hoping we will be able to have more 

outings, including some outdoor activities at Deerbrook.  

 

Thanks to all who have helped us through the years. 
  

http://www.kcrestaurantweek.com/
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Meadow Lane Elementary & RPAC– Roger Gilbert 

Deerbrook is an official Partner in Education with 

Meadow Lane Elementary (MLE).  Both Pastor 

Joyce and Pastor Roger spend a few hours each 

week helping in the classroom.  These hours have 

led to many friendships with staff, and love for 

the students.   In what appears to be a closed 

education system to religion, this open door, and 

believe me it is wild open, is a unique opportunity 

to help kids.  We would love for you to join us for 

even just a few hours a month, meeting, eating 

with or reading to students. 

An exciting extension of our relationship with MLE 

is our connection with Reed’s Performing Arts 

Company. This incredible children’s performance 

group put on several shows this year RPAC performs Pinocchio, Pirates Past Noon, 

Madagascar Jr. and Beauty & the Beast.  

Finally, a huge highlight again was our Garden group hosting more than 90 third 

graders in our Garden for a hands-on look at the garden and for lunch.  The teachers 

were so happy!  

  

Wheels to Freedom – Randy Horn 

We were blessed this year to ship 512 wheelchairs to 

Hope Haven International Ministries for distribution in 

developing countries.  Oak Tree Church on Colbern Road 

has continued to partner with Deerbrook in this ministry, 

donating storage space in their barn.   

A special thanks to Roger Plihal and Brad Harsha who regularly pick up chairs from our 

major donor—Apria Home Healthcare.  Also thanks to Ron Garrette, Joe Burton, and 

Pam Andersen and her home-school team who help us load the chairs. To date, Wheels 

to Freedom has donated more than 6500 chairs.  You are invited to join us in this 

ministry. Contact Randy and Laura Horn for information.  
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Finance 

Treasurer Report – Michael Williams 

Our financial position as a church is stable as we round out 2017.  We carried a deficit 

throughout the majority of the year as a significant portion of our giving historically 

comes in December.  As we entered December, we had a deficit of $27,000, however 

God was faithful and blessed us with good giving allowing us to make up $16,000 of 

that, ending with a deficit of $11,626.  Thank you for your sacrificial gifts which allow us 

to fulfill God’s mission at Deerbrook!   

 

When compared to the budget approved by the congregation in January 2017, our 

general fund contributions fell short by about $40,511 and expenditures were $28,884 

less than budgeted.  Despite the resulting deficit, we have adequate operating cash 

reserves heading into 2018 ($65,764 in the operating fund, or 1.5 months of expenses). 

 

Some Financial highlights, which reflect both fiscal and ministry priorities, include: 

• We are honored to partner with God and support our Missionaries for which we 

gave approximately 8.6% of operating fund receipts (an increase of 0.3% over last 

year).  These gifts were allocated between David & Deanna Anderson (Wycliffe 

Bible Translators), Kevin & Laura Stark (Team Xtreme), Tommy & Lisa Ryan 

(YWAM), Anna & Peter Kim (East Asia), Katie & Julio Isaza (Colombia), the 

Evangelical Covenant Church, and the Midwest Covenant Conference. 

• We were able to pay an additional $69,915 toward the principal of our mortgage, 

which had a balance at year-end of $1,329,474. 

 

As you look at our 2017 results, approximately 96% of our actual expenditures 

throughout the year are fixed (staff compensation, pension, insurance, mortgage, 

utilities, missions and other administrative costs).  With contributions falling behind our 

budgeted amounts throughout the year, the spending areas impacted by these 

shortfalls are those that are variable and play a vital component to investing in our 

ministries and supporting God’s mission for our church.  Contributions received over 

and above these “fixed” costs allow us as a congregation to do amazing things as we 

fulfill God’s mission for our church.  For example, invest more into our children, youth, 

and adult ministries, reach the community through events, provide assistance to those 

in need, and support and sponsor short term missions, just to name a few.  

 

For the 2018 six-month budget we reviewed and approved as a congregation back in 

December, you may remember it assumes general fund contributions will hold close to 

what we had budgeted for 2017 on a per month basis.  With that, our contributions 
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received will need to increase to avoid ending in another deficit for the first half of the 

year.  As a congregation, there are only a few ways we can achieve this in 2018: 

• Attract and retain new regular attenders to our church  

• Encourage regular attenders to give regularly & sacrificially 

• Encourage current regular and sacrificial givers to increase contribution levels.  

For example, if every giver gave 10% more than what they currently give ($100 to 

$110, $1,000 to $1,100, $5,000 to $5,500) we would have never experienced a 

shortfall during the year.   

As a Finance team and Deacon Council, we ask you to prayerfully consider the timing 

and amounts of your contributions during the year.  You can always access your 

updated giving records within Breeze. Please contact the church office if you do not 

have a login.   

 

I thank you for the opportunity to serve as your Treasurer the past few years and I will 

continue to stay involved with the Finance team after turning the reigns over to Rod 

Russell.     Blessings, Michael Williams 
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